The complete molecule of the title complex, [Hg(C 11 H 11 N 4 O 2 S) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 )], is generated by crystallographic twofold symmetry, with the mercury cation lying on the rotation axis. The mercury coordination polyhedron can be described as tetrahedral (from the N,N 0 -bidenate bipyridine molecule and the sulfonamide N atoms of the sulfamerazine anions) or as squashed trigonal-prismatic, if two long (> 2.80 Å ) Hg-N bonds to pyrimidine N atoms are included. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings in the anion is 73.3 (2) . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á Á(N,O) and N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Garcia-Raso et al. (1997 , 2000 ; Saladini et al. (2001) ; Zamora et al. (1982) ; Hergold-Brundić et al. (1989) . For ligand conformations, see: , 2012 ; .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 11 
Data collection
Nonius KappaCCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SORTAV; Blessing, 1995 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) and COLLECT (Hooft, 1998 ); cell refinement: DENZO and COLLECT; data reduction: DENZO and COLLECT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 2012) . The mercury complexes of some related ligands have been reported (Garcia-Raso et al., 1997; . In the title complex, sulfamerazine behaves as a bidentate anionic ligand and Hg(II) ion is coordinated via sulfonamidic N(11) and pyrimido N(12) atoms, the fifth and sixth coordination sites are occupied by bipyridine molecule. The geometry of the complex is trigonal prismatic with the Hg atom lying on a twofold axis as the bpy molecule lies on the one part and the two larger sulfamerazine molecules lie on the other part. The packing of the complex unit ( Fig. 2 ) is governed by weak (intermolecular N-H···N, and N-H···O) hydrogen bonds (Table 2 ) between the amino (-NH2) group of one complex unit and the sulfonyl oxygen and the pyrimido nitrogen atoms of the next units.
Experimental
The complex was obtained by dissolving (2.723 g, 2 mmol) sulfamerazine in 50 ml of methanol followed by drop-wise addition of Hg(CH 3 COO) 2 ·4H 2 O (1.245 g, 1 mmol) in water with constant stirring on hot plate for 1 h. A white precipitate was formed, filtered and washed with methanol and dried in a desiccator over silica gel. The precipitate was dissolved in DMF, bipyri dine (0.235 g, 1 mmol) was added to this solution and stirred for 30 minutes. The solution was filtered and left for crystallization. A week later, colourless blocks were obtained.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model except that for terminal amino group N (14) which were located from the difference map and fixed to 0.900 (3) Å], with C-H = 0.95-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2
(1.5 for methyl groups) times U eq (C).
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
